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Networking 101:

An Introduction to Networking
in the Tech Industry

The importance of making meaningful connections in

the tech industry and a guide to taking the first steps. / 8@ \



N etwo rk| ng
,‘ porta nce of Networking
time to meet with your peers!
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Whatis
Networking?

gt
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Self Reflection Time!

What are your goals with
networking?
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Online Networking
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Reasons to Network Online

e Reaching out for a coffee chat to talk about:
o Career aspirations
o Education pathway

e Reaching outto a recruiter
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e jOI‘ L eague Hackathons, HackDavis!

e Workshops
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Connecting Online

Simple Coffee Chat:

Hi (their name)! | just wanted to see if you had a few minutes to chat. My name is (your name),
I'm a student at UC Davis and I'm currently studying (major)! I'm really interested in (their career)
and was curious if you had the time to meet up for a coffee? Hope to hear from you soon! Thank

B vou!




</Q>

Connecting Online

Seeking Mentorship:

Hi (their name)! | wanted to reach out and see if you had a few minutes to chat. I'm really
ested in learnrng more about (therrcareer) Do you have any advrce on (related toprc) and O
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In-Person Networking

gt




</Q> +
+

"Opportunity is What Happens
When Luck Meets Preparation”

gt
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Places You Can Network '

e College clubs, organizations, and events!
e Careerand Internshlp Fairs
. Hackathon -
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In-Person Preparation

e Take some time to self-reflect and think about
your strengths and capabilities

e \/iew every interaction as an opportunity to
learn something new

e Do some research beforehand; decide whether
or not you should already know their name

e Practice your pitch! Be confident!
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Self Reflection Time!

What are your strengths? What is
something you do well!
it
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Pitching yourself

Hi, my name is (your fullname ®© ), I'm a (1st/2nd/3rd) year studying (major) at
UC Davis! I'm curious about your internship opportunities... (ask a meaningful
question herel)

r— Hi (their name)! | just we jou had afew minutes to chat. My name
- is(yourname), 'm I'm CU”’entl StUdym (m jon!'m
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Effective Conversation

e Actively listen
> Be curiosity driven: think of questions to ask
the other person as they're talking
o> Find areas of relatability
e Utilize storytelling
o Lean into your experiences, your
perspective IS your greatest asset!
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Talking Points

Their experiences:

e Navigating their career and educational path

e Their current role(s) and companies

e Their current initiatives, things they care about
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Example Conversation Prompts:

"What was your undergraduate experience like? Were you part of any clubs and
organizations?”

"What do you think helped you stand out as a candidate?"

"Did you always know that you wanted to be a (job role)?"

"How did you realize (job role) was a good fit as a career?”

"What's your favorite part about working at (their company)?"

"What kinds of opportunities does (their company) have for growth and development?*

“‘Do you have any general advice on (general topic)?"

"What kinds of skills do you use in your everyday tasks?"
"What are the necessary qualities of being a good (job role)?"
“What kinds of challenges do you face as a (job role)?"
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Following up

e Follow up with a LinkedIn message or email

Hi there/Greetings (name),
| enjoyed chattlng W|t h you earlier about (something you talked about) at
— (eve nt). - e
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The Importance of
Networking
at




ling a strong reputation
able support system
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Success Stories!

Do you have a networking success
story that ledto a positive
outcome?
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Time to use those skills! T

e Be confident, don't be afraid to (humbly) brag!
e Setyourgoals and thlnk about your intentions
T— Be resourc ous be genume'
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Explain 3 things you are goingtodo
to achieve your networking goals.
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Thank you all for coming!

Upcoming events:

Monday, November 28th, 2022:
Destress with WIiCS x Design Interactive! Games +

Hot Chocolate




